
Course Unit Portuguese Literature from Modernism to Contemporary Times Field of study -

Bachelor in Portuguese Language and Portuguese Speaking Countries - null School School of Education

Academic Year 2025/2026 Year of study 3 Level 1-3 ECTS credits 5.0

Type Semestral Semester 1 Code 9992-825-3101-00-25

Workload (hours) 135 Contact hours T - TP 45 PL - TC - S - E - OT 9 O -

T - Lectures; TP - Lectures and problem-solving; PL - Problem-solving, project or laboratory; TC - Fieldwork; S - Seminar; E - Placement; OT - Tutorial; O - Other

Name(s) of lecturer(s) Carla Alexandra F. Espírito Santo Guerreiro

Learning outcomes and competences

At the end of the course unit the learner is expected to be able to:
Identify the concepts of Modernism and Postmodernism and respective poetics1.
Recognize the main characteristics of avant-garde aesthetics2.
Characterize the cultural, critical, literary and artistic intervention of the first and second national modernist generations3.
Examine the literary and artistic production of the surrealist avant-garde and the Portuguese experimental neo-avant-garde4.
Discuss critically literary styles and orientations in national postmodernist fiction5.
Develop skills of analysis and critical reading of modernist and contemporary literary texts, within the scope of Portuguese literature6.

Prerequisites

Before the course unit the learner is expected to be able to:
Doesn't present

Course contents

From Modernism to Postmodernism, Portuguese literature traverses the crisis of the subject and reason, the avant-garde rupture of the Orpheu generation,
Presença's humanism, and the surrealist oneirism of the Lisbon Group. The semiotic and digital experimentation of Poetry reinvents poetic language. Postmodernism
critically revisits history, while contemporary Portuguese fiction multiplies voices, forms and meanings in a plural and reflective writing.

Course contents (extended version)

Modernity and Modernism(s)1.
Crisis of reason, madness and subject fragmentation2.
The first Portuguese Modernism and Orpheu's generation.3.
The second Portuguese Modernism: presentist literature and criticism4.
The surrealist avant-garde: oneirism, chance and the unconscious in the artistic genesis5.
The Lisbon Surrealist Group: parody and abjectionism6.
The experimental neo-vanguard: from semiotic poetry to digital poetry7.
The Portuguese Po.Ex (Experimental Poetry): generations8.
Postmodernism and the (re)reading of history.
 authors

9.

Contemporary Portuguese fiction: reading and analysis of literary texts by selected10.

Recommended reading

Calinescu, M. (2000). As cinco faces da Modernidade – Modernismo, Vanguarda, Decadência, Kitsch, Pós-Modernismo. Vega.1.
Guimarães, F. (2004). Simbolismo, Modernismo e Vanguardas. Imprensa Nacional Casa da Moeda.2.
Martuscelli, T. (2013). Mário-Henrique Leiria Inédito e a linhagem do Surrealismo em Portugal. Edições Colibri.3.
Martuscelli, T. (2013). Mário-Henrique Leiria Inédito e a linhagem do Surrealismo em Portugal. Edições Colibri.4.

Teaching and learning methods

Teaching combines lecturer exposition and critical debate on literary texts, with shared reading and reflection. Continuous assessment includes a group research
project and an individual written test, each weighing 50% of the final grade.

Assessment methods

Continuous assessment - (Regular, Student Worker) (Final)1.
Intermediate Written Test - 50%-
Development Topics - 50%-

Final Exam - (Regular, Student Worker) (Final, Supplementary, Special)2.
Final Written Exam - 100%-

Language of instruction

Portuguese

Electronic validation
Carla Alexandra F. Espírito Santo

Guerreiro
Carla Sofia Lima Barreira Araujo Carla Sofia Lima Barreira Araujo Carlos Manuel Costa Teixeira
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